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Conference news

The 27-29 March 2019 saw yet another moment for the MUT instalment of the Teaching and Learning Colloquium/
Conference. This was the 7th conference and it did not disappoint. Consistently, the Teaching and Learning Development
Centre (TLDC) has delivered a sterling event second to none. It has become cliched to say “everything went well.” The
most important part of the event does not happen in full view of conference participants. This part happens during
planning and preparations. The execution appears flawless mostly because of the intense behind-the-scenes-planning
efforts. A big up goes to the conference team who never disappoint despite the enormous logistical pressures that
come with the task of arranging such an august event with unfailing commitment and excellence.

One team member aptly characterised excellence as a “lingua franca” in the Teaching and Learning Development
Centre (TLDC). This couldn’t be better said. We almost run out of words every year as we roll out a stunning conference
experience for our delegates.
The theme for 2019 was: Reimagining the purposes of higher education for social justice. The event boasted
international and local keynotes of note from the University of Bath in Professor Rajani Naidoo, Professor Jurgen
Enders and Professor Monwabisi Ralarala (Cape Peninsula University of Technology). Dr Melanie Skead (Stellenbosch
University) and Ms Lindsay (Teach.Learn.Innovate) expertly facilitated our well attended workshops. These colleagues
left our delegates asking for more.
We are grateful to all the delegates who took time out to grace our events. A good number of them have been attending
consistently for several years in a row. The delegates are the reason why we pull out all stops to ensure a conferencing
experience second to none. Those of us who travel to other conferences, locally and internationally, will almost without
blinking say the TLDC Conference is in a class of its own. And yes, it is!
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The conference hosted delegates from the following
institutions: University of Limpopo; University of
Venda; Tshwane University of Technology; Durban
University of Technology; Walter Sisulu University;
Central University of Technology; Cape Peninsula
University of Technology; University of Zululand;
Council on Higher Education (CHE); Wits University;
Stellenbosch University; University of Bath (UK) and
Fort Hare University. This was an honour! As a cherry
on top, we were honoured to host several Directors
of Teaching and Learning Centres and other Divisions
most of whom were impressed with the work done by
the MUT Team. On a lighter note the Senior Director
offered the services to those wishing to emulate our
conference experience.
Institution Name

Attendance Count

Cape Peninsula University of Technology

2

Central University of Technology

1

Council on Higher Education

1

Durban University of Technology

2

Mangosuthu University of Technology

97

Rhodes University

1

Tswane University of Technology

1

University of Bath

1

University of Fort Hare

1

University of Limpopo

6

University of Stellenbosch

1

University of the Witwatersrand

1

University of Venda

4

University of Zululand

10

Vall University of Technology

1

Walter Sisulu University

4

Total Attendance for the Date: 2019/03/27

135

Total Other Institutions

38

Total MUT

97

Prof M Ralarala

The conference business was rich with intellectual
content which is what we are about. True to our
theme “Reimagining the purposes of higher education
for social justice…” our first keynote speaker Prof
Ralarala touched a raw nerve when he broached the
subject of language in education.This is sure to raise
temperatures at any time. He postulated that South
Africa needs to move beyond rhetoric and lip service
by implementing mother tongue instruction beyond
what is currently being offered.

According to him

English remains a stumbling block to students’ access to knowledge and education
opportunities.
In response Prof Ramogale contested that English remains key to accessing
such opportunities locally and beyond. It cannot, therefore be wished away.
Appreciating this conundrum and paradox of our time Dr Makua summed up
the situation by referring to Gabriel Okara’s poem titled “Piano and Drums.” In
the poem Mr Okara illustrates this African “problem” by using indigeneity and
its innocence. Be that as it may, language inaccessibility remains an injustice
in the broader picture of decolonisation in African education.
Prof M Ramogale
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Professor Naidoo’s presentation focussed on the “competition
fetish” in higher education and how this is restricting access
to educational opportunities and impeding social justice.
She also dealt with the notion that higher education may be
responsible for reproducing inequality. The paper pricked
interesting discussions from the audience.
Professor Jurgen Enders also gave an interesting response to
the paper by referring to his work with the Ford Foundation.
Prof Jurgen Enders

Prof Rajani Naidoo

Vice Chancellor’s Excellence Awards

The Conference was eloquently punctuated by a glittering evening hosting the Vice Chancellor’s Teaching Excellence
Awards. Several MUT teachers were acknowledged and rewarded for excellence in teaching. The event was attended
by university academics, executive management, invited students and the Chairperson of MUT’s Council. Eight
academics were awarded in various categories.
Staff Award
There are four categories of awards namely: Best Established Teacher; Best Emerging Teacher; Senate Award and
Commendation. The winner of the 2019 VC’s excellence awards were as follows:
Faculty of Natural Sciences
Best Emerging Teacher Award - Ms Nkosi
Best Established Teacher:
1. Prof M Coopoosamy - Silver
2. Mr B Mutanga - Silver
3. Mrs A Bigara - Bronze

Faculty of Management Sciences
Best Established Teacher:
1. Prof S Ngcobo - Gold
2. Dr M Sikwela - Silver
3. Mr L Makhathini - Bronze

Faculty of Engineering
Best Established Teacher:
1. Mrs TP Makhathini - Gold

Back Row (Left to right): Ms S Nkosi, Prof CD Jinabhai, Prof M Ramogale, Mr M Moorailane, Mr B Mutanga, Dr JM Makua, Prof R
Cooposamy, Dr ED Malaza, Prof A Msom, Front Row (Left to Right): Ms A Bigara, Prof S Ngcobo, Mrs TP Makhathini,
Mr L Makahathini, Dr M Sikwela
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Student Awards

For the 3rd year in a row the TLDC acknowledged and rewarded students who were the best performers in their faculties.
The main objective of student awards is to recognise students’ academic performance. The following students were
awarded:
1. Mr Phila Ncebo Dlamini – Faculty of Natural Sciences, Department of Information and Communication
Technology.
2. Miss Ntando Ellen Precious Khuzwayo - Faculty of Management Sciences, Department of Accounting and Law.
3. Miss Vuyiswa Mazibuko – Faculty of Engineering, Department of Electrical Engineering.

From left to right: Miss Ntando Ellen Precious Khuzwayo, Mr Phila Ncebo Dlamini and Miss Vuyiswa Mazibuko

Our delegates had something to say....
“Congratulations on yet another
successful 2019 Teaching and Learning Colloquium.
I have observed with pride that each year TLDC raises the conference
deliberations at another superior level and especially the choice of
international keynote speakers and conference presenters.
Well done and keep up the passion for excellence.”
Prof CD Jinabhai: Dean (Management Sciences, MUT)

“This is just to congratulate you
and your team for the triumphantly
successful Teaching and Learning
Colloquium held last week. Keep up the
good work.”
Prof MM Ramogale: DVC (Teaching and
Learning, MUT)

“It was a very great pleasure to be there and to see you in action on your home ground! You and your team have great impact
in the university and beyond. Jurgen and I enjoyed every moment and we also thought the questions at the conference and
the related conversations after the session were very useful and stimulating.”
Prof Rajani Naidoo: Director (International Centre for Higher Education Management, University of Bath)

“Please allow me to congratulate you and all your colleagues on an excellent Teaching and Learning Conference
(27 – 29 March)! My experience of the event was that it was not only very well organized, but also contributed significantly
to building higher education teaching and learning knowledge through shared experiences and context. Unfortunately, I
could not attend the full conference but hope to do so in the future. Thank you once again for the invitation to contribute to
this event. I found the engagement with workshop participants informative and stimulating. It is evident that MUT is making
strides in establishing itself in the HE research and writing domain.”
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Dr Melanie Skead: Director (Centre for Teaching and Learning, Stellenbosch University)
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Ixoxwa ngezithombe
Gallery: Teaching and Learning Conference
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Gallery: Teaching Excellence Awards
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Watching The Vision Unfold

“Vision is seeing what others don’t see and make it happen”
Dr JM Makua
Senior Director: TLDC
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TEACHING AND LEARNING DEVELOPMENT CENTRE (TLDC)
Tel: +27 031 907 7575
511 Mangosuthu Highway
Umlazi
KwaZulu-Natal
4031
http://www.mut.ac.za/tldc
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